Welcome to the 2003 – 2004 school year!

This is your student’s policy book.  This book should be brought home each day with your child’s homework.  You can check this book and know what your child is studying at any time.  The book should be filled out each day.  If you want to know what your child needs to do for tomorrow just ask to see the assignment book.  Assignments for the week are also posted to the school web site.  If your child will maintain good attendance and complete all homework assignments, they will almost be assured of a successful, productive year.

I hope that your child will have a great year.  Please feel free to call or come by if we can 

help you with any problem.  You can also drop by just to say “hello” and have lunch with your 

child.  Adult lunches are $2.00 and our salad bar is the best deal in town.


We appreciate your support in your child’s continuing education.

HUNTSVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

It is the mission of the Huntsville Middle School to provide a safe environment for all students to learn.  The Huntsville Middle School will provide a curriculum that will enable students to attain the highest level of academic achievement and character development necessary for effective participation in society.  The Huntsville Middle School will also ensure that students have developed the technology skills needed for an ever-changing world.

GENERAL INFORMATION

STUDENT HANDBOOK
It shall be the policy of the Huntsville School District that the most recently adopted version of the Student Handbook be incorporated by reference into the policies of this district.  In the event that there is a conflict between the student handbook and a general board policy or policies, and the student handbook is more recently adopted than the general board policy, the student handbook will be considered binding and controlling on the matter. 

RESIDENCE REQUIREMENTS

Definitions:

                                                                                              “Reside” means to be physically present and to maintain a permanent place of abode for an average of no fewer than four (4) calendar days and nights per week for a primary purpose other than school attendance

“Resident” means a student whose parents, legal guardians, persons having legal, lawful control of the student under order of a court, or persons standing in loco parentis reside in the school district.

“Residential address” means the physical location where the student’s parents, legal guardians, persons having legal, lawful control of the student under order of a court, or persons standing in loco parentis reside. A student may use the residential address of a legal guardian, person having legal, lawful control of the student under order of a court, or person standing in loco parentis only if the student resides at the same residential address and if the guardianship or other legal authority is not granted solely for educational needs or school attendance purposes.

The schools of the District shall be open and free through the completion of the secondary program to all persons between the ages of five (5) and twenty one (21) years whose parents, legal guardians, or other persons having lawful control of the person under an order of a court reside within the District and to all persons between those ages who have been legally transferred to the District for educational purposes.  

Any person eighteen (18) years of age or older may establish a residence separate and apart from his or her parents or guardians for school attendance purposes.

In order for a person under the age of eighteen (18) years to establish a residence for the purpose of attending the District’s schools separate and apart from his or her parents, guardians, or other persons having lawful control of him or her under an order of a court, the person must actually reside in the District for a primary purpose other than that of school attendance.   

The children or wards of any person who is at least a half-time employee of this district but reside in another district are eligible to enroll in District schools.

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SURVEYS

No student shall be required to submit to a survey, analysis, or evaluation which is administered or distributed by a school, and is funded in whole or in part by any program administered by the U.S. Department of Education without the prior written consent of the parent/guardian that reveals information concerning the following: 

political affiliations;

mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or his family;

sex behavior and attitudes;

illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, and demeaning behavior;

critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships;

legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers; 

religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; or
income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such program).

No surveys shall be administered without the prior approval of the school principal. Any survey created by a third party, or funded, in whole or in part, as part of any US Department of Education administered program, containing one or more of the eight categories listed above shall be available to be inspected by a student’s parent/guardian before the survey is administered or distributed by a school to a student.  Parents/guardians shall have the right to deny permission for their child to participate in the taking of the survey.  The school shall not penalize students whose parents/guardians exercise this option.  The school shall take reasonable precautions to protect students’ privacy during their participation in the administration of any survey, analysis, or evaluation containing one or more of the eight categories listed above.

Parents or guardians wishing to inspect a survey, analysis, or evaluation shall be able to so in the administrative office of the administering school where the surveys shall be available for inspection for a period of ten (10)* days (regular school days when school is in session) after the notice of intent to administer the survey is sent.

The requirements of this policy do not apply to a survey administered to a student in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

The rights provided to parents under this policy transfer to the student when he/she turns 18 years old.

DAILY SCHEDULE

The first bell rings at 7:55 a.m.  The tardy bell rings at 8:00 a.m.  The office opens for business at 7:40 a.m. School is dismissed at 3:00 p.m. each day.  We also have an early dismissal schedule we sometimes use which releases students at 1:40 p.m.  Eighth grade lunch is at 11:25 a.m.  Seventh grade lunch is at 11:55.

VISITORS

All visitors are required to check in at the Middle School office. Student visitors are not permitted in the classroom.

HOMEWORK

Homework is the key to school success.  Please make sure you are turning in all required homework.  It is extremely rare for a student who consistently does homework to have academic problems

GRADING

Parents or guardians shall be kept informed concerning the progress of their student.  Parent-teacher conferences are encouraged and may be requested by parents, guardians, or teachers. If the progress of a student is unsatisfactory in a subject, the teacher shall attempt to schedule a parent-teacher conference. In the conference, the teacher shall explain the reasons for difficulties and shall develop, cooperatively with the parents, a plan for remediation that may enhance the probability of the student succeeding. The school shall also send timely progress reports and issue grades for each grading period to keep parents/guardians informed of their student’s progress.  The evaluation of each student’s performance on a regular basis serves to give the parents/guardians, students, and the school necessary information to help effect academic improvement.  Students’ grades shall reflect only the extent to which a student has achieved the expressed educational objectives of the course.

     The grading scale for all schools in the district shall be as follows.

A =100 – 90

B = 89 – 80

C = 79 – 70

D = 69-60

F = 59 and below

For the purpose of determining grade point averages, the numeric value of each letter grade shall be
A = 4 points

B = 3 points

C = 2 points

D = 1 point

F = 0 points

The grade point values for AP and approved honor courses shall be one point greater than for regular courses with the exception that an F shall still be worth 0 points.

TEXTBOOKS AND WORKBOOKS

All basic texts and workbooks are loaned to students for their use during the school year.  These materials should be kept clean and handled carefully.  Most teachers require that books be covered.  Students will be required to pay for lost or damaged books.

SCHOOL AND EDUCATIONAL RECORDS

Parents may request to review or copy student records but should give the office reasonable notice before doing so.

CLASS FEES

Seventh graders pay a class fee of $12.  The fee is used to pay for scholastic magazine, assignment book, grading pen and locker rental.

Eighth graders pay a class fee of $12.  The fee is used to pay for scholastic magazine, assignment book, grading pen and locker rental.

LOCKERS

Lockers and combination locks are issued to students at the beginning of each year.  Lockers should be kept locked.  Students should not let other students know the combination to their lock.  Lockers should be kept clean and neat.  Personal locks are not allowed.  A search of lockers can be conducted at any time that reasonable suspicion indicates a student has violated the law or school rules.  Students are required to keep backpacks, book bags, etc. in their lockers.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS OR SCREENINGS

The Huntsville School District may provide from time to time for the administration of physical exams or screenings of its students. The intent of the exams or screenings shall be to detect contagious or infectious diseases or defects in hearing, vision, or other elements of health that would adversely affect the student’s ability to achieve to their full potential. 

The district shall notify parents, at least annually, of the specific or approximate dates of any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening that is: 

Required as a condition of attendance: 

Administered by the school and scheduled by the school in advance; and 

Not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student, or of other students.

For the purposes of this policy, “Invasive Physical Examination” is defined as any medical examination that involves the exposure of private body parts, or any act during such examination that includes incision, insertion, or injection into the body, but does not include a hearing, vision, or scoliosis screening. 

Except in instances where a student is suspected of having a contagious or infectious disease, parents shall have the right to opt their student out of the exams or screenings by using form 4.41F or by providing certification from a physician that he/she has recently examined the student. 

A student may be required to pass a physical exam before being allowed to participate in certain extracurricular activities to help ensure they are physically capable of withstanding the rigors of the activity. It is understood that students who refuse to take such an exam will not be allowed to participate in the desired activity.

The rights provided to parents under this policy transfer to the student when he/she turns 18 years old.

STUDENT INSURANCE

Student insurance forms are available in the office.  If you are interested in the policy, please have your child pick one up.  The school does not carry insurance on the students.

NURSE

The High School and Middle School campuses share the school nurse, Mrs. Mary Sizemore.   She is on call for emergencies and consultations throughout the day.  Her office on the Middle School campus is located in the Special Education Building across from the Middle School office.

MEDICATION

If it becomes necessary for a student to take any form of medication at school, a signed note from a parent must be presented to the office.  All medication must be kept by and dispensed through the school nurse or the Middle School office.            


GUIDANCE

The purpose of the guidance program is to help each individual student developmentally, emotionally, and socially.  The guidance office is located in the Middle School office.  Students are encouraged to visit the counselor at any time they feel they have a problem.


CRISIS MANAGEMENT TEAM

The Huntsville Middle School has established a Crisis Management Team.  Team members include:  two teachers from each grade, the counselor, and the principal who serves as the coordinator.  The purpose of this team is to help students during a time of tragedy or natural disaster.

CAFETERIA AND LUNCH PERIOD

Student behavior in the cafeteria should be based on courtesy and cleanliness.  All students should go directly to the cafeteria at the appropriate time and remain there until dismissed by the duty teacher.  Nothing should be taken from the cafeteria.  Free and reduced lunch applications are available in the office for those who are interested.

FIRE, TORNADO AND EARTHQUAKE DRILLS

Fire, tornado and earthquake drills are held at irregular intervals throughout the year.  Signals:


Fire – a short consecutive blast of the bell.

Tornado – a long consecutive blast of the bell.

Earthquake – announced over the intercom.

Remember the rules:

1. Check the instructions that are posted in each classroom indicating how to leave the building in case of fire and proper tornado and earthquake procedures.

2. Walk.  No talking.  Move quickly and quietly to the designated area.

LOST AND FOUND

Articles found in and around the school should be turned in to the office where the owners may claim their property.  A fine will be assessed for books that have been left outside of the lockers.

SNACKS

Snacks are available for students in vending machines located in the courtyard.  Snacks may be consumed during lunch and at breaks.  Snacks are not permitted in classes (medical exceptions only).  Chewing gum is not permitted at any time.
TELEPHONE

Students will not use the office phone for personal calls except in an emergency and with staff permission.  Students will be called from class for emergencies only.  The pay phone in the lobby is for student use.  Parents are encouraged to provide their student with a phone card, especially if their home phone or emergency phone number is long distance.

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER

The LMC is an important part of the Middle School.  By using its facilities students can improve their studies as well as find materials for recreational use.  The LMC is open at 7:40 each morning before school.  Students may have two books checked out at a time and should remember that they are responsible for the books.

CHANNEL ONE

Channel One is ten minutes of current news from around the world, taped off satellite the night before.  Students watch this during the first ten minutes of each school day.

BUS REGULATIONS

Bus regulations and school rules begin when a student arrives at the bus stop in the morning.  Students who come to school on the bus must return home on the bus unless they have written or verbal permission from the parents/guardians and a signed bus pass from the office. If a student is to ride a bus other than his normal bus or will get off at another stop other than his usual stop, he must have a note from a parent and signed by the principal, which will be presented to the bus driver.  Only regularly scheduled bus students are to ride the bus.  The principal may temporarily suspend students from riding the bus who violate bus rules.  Major infractions, or repeated infractions of the rules, will lead to parent notification, detention, corporal punishment, ISS, temporary, or permanent loss of bus riding privileges.

PARENTS AND STUDENTS

Middle School students are normally 11-14 years old.  They are going through many changes.  Parents and teachers know they are going to make some bad decisions.  It is our job as parents and teachers to correct them when this happens.  We ask for the support of all Middle School parents.  It is very important that we work together.

PARENTAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The Huntsville School District understands the importance of involving parents and the community as a whole in promoting higher student achievement and general good will between the district and those it serves.  Therefore, the district shall strive to develop and maintain the capacity for meaningful and productive parental and community involvement that will result in partnerships that are mutually beneficial to the school, students, parents, and the community.  To achieve such ends, the district shall work to 

Involve parents and the community in the development of the long range planning of the district: 

Give the schools in the district the support necessary to enable them to plan and implement effective parental involvement activities: 

Have a coordinated involvement program where the involvement activities of the district enhance the involvement strategies of other programs such as Head Start, HIPPY, Parents as Partners, Parents as Teachers, and Even Start: 

Explain to parents and the community the State’s content and achievement standards, State and local student assessments and how the district’s curriculum is aligned with the assessments and how parents can work with the district to improve their child’s academic achievement: 

Provide parents with the materials and training they need to be better able to help their child achieve.  The district may use parent resource centers or other community based organizations to foster parental involvement and provide literacy and technology training to parents.

Educate district staff, with the assistance of parents, in ways to work and communicate with parents and to know how to implement parent involvement programs that will promote positive partnerships between the school and parents: 

Keep parents informed about parental involvement programs, meetings, and other activities they could be involved in. Such communication shall be, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand: 

Find ways to eliminate barriers that work to keep parents from being involved in their child’s education.  This may include providing transportation and child care to enable parents to participate, arranging meetings at a variety of times, and being creative with parent/teacher conferences:

Find and modify other successful parent and community involvement programs to suit the needs of our district: 

Train parents to enhance and promote the involvement of other parents: 

Provide reasonable support for other parental involvement activities as parents may reasonably request. 

To ensure the continued improvement of the district’s parental/community involvement program, the district will conduct an annual review of its parental involvement policies to examine their affect on promoting higher student achievement.  A committee consisting of parents and other community members, certified and classified staff, and member(s) of the administration shall do the review.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to be in school except in cases of emergency or for reasons as explained in the list of excused absences below.  Students need to bring a note from a parent, guardian, doctor, dentist, etc. in order to receive an excused absence.  After six absences, a student will be required to furnish a doctor’s note for an excused absence.

1. Personal illness

2. Official school sponsored or 4-H sanctioned activities

3. Medical appointments

4. Court appearance

5. Serious illness in the immediate family

6. Death in the immediate family

7. Extenuating circumstances in the immediate family

8. Any circumstance not covered above which the district determines excused

EXCESSIVE UNEXCUSED ABSENCES

Presently the Huntsville School Board allows six (6) excessive unexcused absences per semester.  State law requires that the school district notify the parent when the child has been absent for one-half of the excessive unexcused days.  When all six of the excessive absences have been used the school is required to notify the parent.  Each local school district must notify the Department of Finance and Administration whenever a student 14 years or older is no longer in school.

MAKE-UP WORK

Students will be allowed to make up work and tests for excused absences only.  Make-up work must be completed in the same number of days that the student has missed (two days missed, two days to make up work).  Each student will be responsible for contacting the appropriate teacher to schedule make-up work.

TARDINESS

Students are to be in their classroom when the tardy bell rings.  The teacher will confer with the student after class concerning tardiness. After the third tardy to a class the teacher will refer the student for detention and/or the counselor for organizational help.

LEAVING SCHOOL

Students may leave the Middle School campus with written or verbal permission of the parent or guardian.  Students who leave campus without permission will be truant.  The range of punishment will be ISS to suspension.

DRESS CODE AND STUDENT APPEARANCE

Students will be expected to keep themselves well groomed and neatly dressed at all times.  Any form of dress or hairstyle, which is considered contrary to good hygiene or which is distractive, disruptive, or of a suggestive sexual nature in appearance, will not be permitted.  No clothing shall be worn to school that displays the emblem or advertisement of alcohol, tobacco, drugs, or gangs.    Sleeveless shirts are acceptable but must have straps that are at least two inches wide.  Sleeveless shirts with very large armholes are not acceptable.  Bandanas are not permitted.  Bare midriffs are not acceptable.  Shorts should have a 4-inch inseam.  No sagging or baggy pants are permitted.

Students who violate this rule will be provided a change of 

clothing or may call a parent to bring acceptable clothing.  Continued violations will result in ISS or suspension.

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF LITERATURE
Student Publications

All publications that are supported financially by the school or by use of school facilities, or are produced in conjunction with a class shall be considered school-sponsored publications.  School publications do not provide a forum for public expression. Such publications, as well as the content of student expression in school-sponsored activities, shall be subject to the editorial control of the District’s administration whose actions shall be reasonably related to legitimate pedagogical concerns and adhere to the following limitations.

Advertising may be accepted for publications that does not condone or promote products that are inappropriate for the age and maturity of the audience or that endorse such things as tobacco, alcohol, or drugs.

Publications may be regulated to prohibit writings that are, in the opinion of the appropriate teacher and/or administrator, ungrammatical, poorly written, inadequately researched, biased or prejudiced, vulgar or profane, or unsuitable for immature audiences.

Publications may be regulated to refuse to publish material which might reasonably be perceived to advocate drug or alcohol use, irresponsible sex, or conduct otherwise inconsistent with the shared values of a civilized social order, or to associate the school with any position other than neutrality on matters of political controversy.

Prohibited publications include:

Those that are obscene as to minors;

Those that are libelous or slanderous, including material containing defamatory falsehoods about public figures or governmental officials, which are made with knowledge of their falsity or reckless disregard of the truth:

Those that constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy as defined by state law, 

Publications that suggest or urge the commission of unlawful acts on the school premises; 

Publications which suggest or urge the violation of lawful school regulations; 

Hate literature that scurrilously attacks ethnic, religious, or racial groups.

Student Publications on School Web Pages

Student publications that are displayed on school web pages shall follow the same guidelines as listed above plus they shall

Not contain any non-educational advertisements.

Additionally, student web publications shall:

Not contain any personally identifying information, as defined by “Directory Information” in Policy 4.13 (Privacy of Student Records), without the written permission of the parent of the student or the student if over eighteen (18);

State that the views expressed are not necessarily those of the School Board or the employees of the district.

Non-school Publications

School authorities* shall review non-school publications prior to their distribution and will bar from distribution those materials that are obscene, libelous, pervasively indecent, or advertise unlawful products or services. Material may also be barred from distribution if there is evidence that reasonably supports a forecast that disruption will likely result from the distribution. 

Distribution of Literature

The school principal or designee shall establish reasonable regulations governing the time, place, and manner of student distribution of literature. 

The regulations shall:

Be narrowly drawn to promote orderly administration of school activities by preventing disruption and may not be designed to stifle expression;

Be uniformly applied to all forms of literature:

Allow no interference with classes or school activities:

Specify times and places where distribution may and may not occur; and

Not inhibit a person’s right to accept or reject any literature distributed in accordance with the regulations.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Middle School students may elect band, athletics or choir as extracurricular activities.  The Arkansas Activities Association governs eligibility.  Presently, student promotions at the seventh and eighth grades must meet AAA requirements for participation in competitive interscholastic activities.  At second semester of the eighth grade year, students must meet grade point requirements, which is a 2.0 grade point average, and have passed four subjects to be eligible for participation in extracurricular activities during their ninth grade year.  In addition, a student must attend school at least four periods on the day of an activity in order to participate in that activity.  All school rules apply at any extracurricular activity.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities, who engage in misconduct, are subject to normal school disciplinary rules and procedures so long as such treatment does not abridge the right to a free, appropriate public education.  Schools may remove any student with disabilities for a disciplinary infraction for up to ten (10) school days per offense.  For a student with disabilities, a suspension or other disciplinary removal for more than the consecutive school days will be considered for serious rule violations.  This decision will not be made without the school district first determining whether the student’s misconduct was a manifestation of the student’s disability or due to an inappropriate placement.  

TITLE IX

The Equity Compliance Report of the Huntsville School District assures that no student is denied access to quality instructional services due to discrimination with regard to race, color, national origin, religion, or sex.

SECTION 504

It is the policy of the Board of Education to provide a free and appropriate public education to each handicapped student within its jurisdiction, regardless of the nature or severity of the handicap.

It is the intent of the school district to ensure that students who are handicapped within the definition of Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated and provided with appropriate educational services. Students may be handicapped under this policy even though they do not require services pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Freda Waters is the coordinator of Section 504 activities.  She can be reached at P. O. Drawer G; 133 School Drive; Huntsville, AR.  Her phone number is 738-1879.

MIGRANT PROGRAM

A variety of services are available for students who are eligible for the migrant program.  These services involve but are not limited to tutorial, dental, and counseling assistance.  Suanne Morgan is our migrant program director.  She can be reached at 738-2500.

PROCEDURE FOR HANDLING OF ANIMALS AT SCHOOL

Authorized animals will be handled by the owners and under the direction of the principal or faculty member who requested the animals be brought to school.  Authorized animals should be handled in accordance with the established city leash laws.

Unauthorized animals will be handled in the following manner:

1. Keep students away from the animal(s).

2. Report the situation to the building supervisor.

3. Call the appropriate agency for animal removal.

4. Do not allow students to attempt to apprehend or coral the animal.

COMPUTER USE POLICY
The Huntsville School District makes computers and/or computer Internet access available to students, to permit students to perform research and to allow students to learn how to use computer technology. Use of district computers is for educational and/or instructional purposes only. It is the policy of this school district to equip each computer with Internet filtering software designed to prevent users from accessing material that is harmful to minors.   No student will be granted Internet access until and unless a computer-use agreement, signed by both the student and the parent or legal guardian (if the student is under the age of eighteen [18]) is on file.  The current version of the computer use agreement is incorporated by reference into board policy and is considered part of the student handbook.

Students are advised that they enjoy no expectation of privacy in any aspect of their computer use, including email, and that monitoring of student computer use is continuous. Students who misuse district-owned computers or Internet access in any way, including using computers except as directed or assigned by staff or teachers, using computers to violate any other policy or contrary to the computer use agreement, attempting to defeat or bypass Internet filtering software, or using the computers to access or create sexually explicit or pornographic text or graphics, will face disciplinary action, as specified in the student handbook** and/or computer use agreement. 

MARKETING OF PERSONAL INFORMATION

The Huntsville School District shall not collect, disclose, or use personal information for the purpose of marketing or for selling that information or to otherwise provide that information to others for that purpose.1

Personal information is defined, for the purposes of this policy only, as individually identifiable information including:

A student or parent’s first and last name

A home or other physical address (including street name and the name of the city or town)

Telephone number

Social security identification number

The district may collect, disclose, or use personal information that is collected from students for the exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating, or providing educational products or services for, or to, students or educational institutional such as the following:

College or other postsecondary education recruitment, or military recruitment;

Book clubs, magazines, and programs providing access to low cost literary products;

Curriculum and instructional materials used by elementary schools and secondary schools;

Tests and assessments used by elementary schools and secondary schools to provide cognitive, evaluative, diagnostic, clinical, aptitude, or achievement information about students (or to generate other statistically useful data for the purpose of

securing such tests and assessments) and the subsequent analysis and public release of the aggregate data from such tests and assessments;

The sale by students of products or services to raise funds for school related or education related activities, and 

student recognition programs.

SELECTION/INSPECTION OF SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

The use of instructional materials beyond those approved as part of the curriculum/textbook program must be compatible with school and district policies. If there is uncertainty concerning the appropriateness of supplemental materials, the personnel desiring to use the materials shall get approval from the school’s principal prior to putting the materials into use.

All instructional materials used as part of the educational curriculum of a student shall be available for inspection by the parents or guardians of the student. For the purposes of this policy, instructional materials is defined as instructional content provided to the student regardless of its format, including printed or representational materials, audio-visual materials, and materials in electronic or digital formats. The term does not include academic tests or academic assessments.

Parents or guardians wishing to inspect instructional materials used as part of the educational curriculum for their child may schedule an appointment with the student’s teacher at a mutually agreeable time. Parents/guardians wishing to challenge the appropriateness of any instructional materials shall follow the procedures outlined in…

Policy 5.6—CHALLENGE  OF INSTRUCTIONAL/

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

This form may be picked up at the Middle School office.

The rights provided to parents under this policy transfer to the student when he/she turns 18 years old.

STUDENT CONDUCT 

School districts have broad authority to control student conduct and adopt all rules reasonably necessary to maintain proper discipline among their students. 

Disrespect and insubordination: Students are expected to obey all directions of any school staff member.   It is imperative that the teacher be in charge of the class.

Punishment range for disrespect:

1.   First offense, two (2) days detention

2.   Second offense, one (1) day ISS

3.   Third offense, the third will be     

      considered insubordination and follow 

      insubordination punishment range

Punishment range for insubordination

1.   First offense, ISS – l day

2.   Second offense, ISS – 3 days

3.   Third offense, OSS – possible 

      recommendation for expulsion

Disruption and interference with school:  No student shall by the use of violence, force, noise, coercion, threat, intimidation, fear, passive resistance, or any other conduct, intentionally cause the disruption of any lawful mission, process, or function of the school, or engage in any such conduct for the purpose of causing disruption or obstruction of any lawful mission, process or function.  Nor shall any student encourage any other student to engage in such activities.

Public display of affection:  Public displays of affection will not be tolerated.  Students cannot hug, hold hands, or kiss at school, on a bus, or at any school function.

Punishment range for PDA

1.  First offense, one day detention

2.   Second offense, parental conference and 

        possible suspension  

Inappropriate language: The use of improper or profane language in school and/or at school activities is prohibited.

Punishment range for inappropriate language

1.  First offense, 1 day detention

2.  Second offense, 2 days detention

3.  Third offense, 1 day ISS

4.  Fourth offense, suspension with possible 

        recommendation for expulsion

Cheating:  Whenever a student is guilty of cheating, the teacher shall collect the student’s paper and mark a zero for the work.

Punishment range for cheating

1.  First offense,  0% on assignment, 3 day 

    detention, teacher contact parent

2.  Second offense, 0% on assignment, 

    2 days ISS, contact parents

3. Third offense,  0% on assignment, 5 days

     ISS,  contact parents

Forgery:  Writing or signing another person’s name to any official school/parent document or altering said document in any way is forgery.

Punishment range for Forgery
1.  First offense,  Contact parents, 1day ISS

2.  Second offense,  Contact parents,  

    3 Days ISS

3.  Third offense, Contact parents,

     3 days OSS 

Gambling:  Betting, wagering, or gambling on the school campus is not allowed.

Punishment range for Gambling

1.  First offense, Contact parents, l day ISS

2.  Second offense, Contact parents, 

    3 days ISS

3.  Third offense, Contact parents, 3 days OSS

Assault and battery:  A student shall not threaten, physically abuse, or attempt to physically abuse, or behave in such a way as to be perceived to threaten bodily harm to any other person (student, school employee, or school visitor).  Any gestures, vulgar, abusive or insulting language, taunting, threatening, harassing, or intimidating remarks by a student toward another person that threatens their well-being is strictly forbidden.  This includes, but is not limited to, fighting, racial, ethnic, religious, or sexual slurs.  Severity of offense will determine punishment at Principal’s discretion:  Minimum: Parental involvement, to Police involvement, to Maximum of expulsion

Tobacco:  The use and/or possession of tobacco or tobacco products is prohibited in accordance with state law.

Punishment range for tobacco

1.  First offense:  3 days ISS

2.  Second offense: 5 days ISS

3.  Third offense: 5 days OSS

4. Fourth offense: 10 days  OSS,  recommendation for

    expulsion.

Parents will be contacted each time and required to pick up their child

Fireworks are not permitted on the Middle School Campus.

Punishment range for possession only

1.  First offense:  2 days detention

2.  Second offense:  4 days detention, contact

     Parents

3.  Third offense:  1day ISS, contact parents

** If a student is caught setting off fireworks,

punishment is 3 days ISS

Theft:  Theft of property will not be tolerated.

Punishment is at the Principal’s discretion on a case by case basis with a minimum of restitution and detention to a maximum of expulsion

Laser Pointers:  Students shall not possess any hand held laser pointer while in school; on or about school property, before of after school; in attendance at school or any school-sponsored activity; en route to or from school or any school-sponsored activity; off the school grounds at any school bus stop or at any school-sponsored activity or event.  School personnel shall seize any laser pointer from the student possessing it and the student may reclaim it at the close of the school year, or when the student is no longer enrolled in the District.  Also, the student may be referred to the appropriate law enforcement agency.

Punishment range for laser pointers

1.  First offense:  Confiscate pointer, 1 day ISS, contact parent,


Release pointer to parent

2.  Second offense:  Confiscate pointer, 3 days ISS, contact

    parent
No release of pointer

3.  Third offense:  Confiscate pointer, OSS, contact parent, no 


Release of pointer, recommend expulsion

SEARCH AND SEIZURE

In the event it becomes necessary for a personal search of a student, the following guidelines will be used.  An adult witness will be present when the personal search is conducted.  A school official of the same sex will do a pat down search of a student’s person.  A search will be based on a reasonable suspicion that the student has violated the law or school rules,

and the scope of the search will be reasonably related to the objective of the search and not be excessively intrusive in light of the age and sex of the student and the nature of the infraction.

PROHIBITED ITEMS OR MATERIALS

Any student who bring prohibited items or materials to school and turns them into the office on their own, before being reported, may forgo punishment at the Principal’s discretion.  Parents will be required to pick up prohibited item or material from the Principal, as it will not be released back to the student.

The punishment range for the above infractions is as follows:

Punishment can include:  warning, parent notification, detention, ISS, corporal punishment, suspension, or recommendation for expulsion  

Beer, alcoholic beverages or other illicit drugs

Any student who intentionally sells, gives, possesses, uses, or is under the influence of illicit drugs or alcohol, or has drug paraphernalia, over-the-counter or prescription drugs not used in accordance with the recommended dosage at school, or at any school event will be subject to a minimum of 10 days out of school suspension and 10 days ISS or a recommendation of expulsion, and reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency under the guidelines for compliance with Act 888.  These same rules apply for selling, giving, using or possessing any substance that is represented as illegal.

WEAPONS AND DANGEROUS INSTRUMENTS

No student shall possess a weapon, display what appears to be a weapon, or threaten to use a weapon while in school, on or about school property, before or after school, in attendance at school or any school sponsored activity, en route to or from school or any school sponsored activity, off the school grounds at any school bus stop, or at any school sponsored activity or event. 

A weapon is defined as any knife, gun, pistol, revolver, shotgun, BB gun, rifle, pellet gun, razor, ice pick, dirk, box cutter, numchucks, pepper spray or other noxious spray, explosive, or any other instrument or substance capable of causing bodily harm.

Possession means having a weapon, as defined in this policy, on the student’s body or in an area under his/her control. If, prior to any questioning or search by any school personnel, a student discovers that he/she has accidentally brought a weapon to school including a weapon that is in a vehicle on school grounds, and the student informs the principal or a staff person immediately, the student will not be considered to be in possession of a weapon. The weapon shall be confiscated and held in the office until such time as the student’s parent/legal guardian shall pick up the weapon from the school’s office. Repeated offenses are unacceptable and shall be grounds for disciplinary action against the student as otherwise provided for in this policy.

Students found to be in possession on the school campus of a firearm shall be recommended for expulsion for a period of not less than one year. The School Board shall have the discretion to modify such expulsion recommendation for a student on a case-by-case basis. Parents or legal guardians of students expelled under this policy shall be given a copy of the current laws regarding the possibility of parental responsibility for allowing a child to possess a weapon on school property. Parents or legal guardians shall sign a statement acknowledging that they have read and understand said laws prior to readmitting the student. Parents or legal guardians of a student enrolling from another school after the expiration of an expulsion period for a weapons policy violation shall also be given a copy of the current laws regarding the possibility of parental responsibility for allowing a child to possess a weapon on school property. The parents or legal guardians shall sign a statement acknowledging that they have read and understand said laws prior to the student being enrolled in school.

Damage or destruction of school property

Our school building and equipment cost the taxpayers to construct, purchase and maintain.  Students who willfully destroy or vandalize school property will be required to pay for the loss or damage and will be subject to ISS or suspension.

Possession of electronic devices

A student shall not possess any paging device, beeper, laser pointer, cell phone, MP3, radio, CD player, or similar electronic device on any school campus or at any school activity unless it is required for health or other compelling reasons, or a school official has granted approval for possession.   Devices will be confiscated until a parent picks them up. The penalties for violation of the policy include warning, as a minimum, and a recommendation of expulsion from school as a maximum.  Also, the student may be referred to the appropriate law enforcement agency.

Harassment or Bullying

Every student has the right to attend school without fear of harassment or bullying of any type.  Bullying, name calling, stalking, or intimidation of students will not be tolerated on school property, at school-sponsored activities, and on school buses. Every incident should be reported to a principal, teacher or counselor.  An investigation will follow.  Students who violate this rule will be subject to parental notification, detention, corporal punishment, ISS, suspension, recommended expulsion, or notification of law enforcement agencies.

Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment will not be tolerated.  Every incident should be reported to a teacher, principal, or counselor.  The incident will be referred to the principal and an investigation will immediately follow.  Violations will result from parent notification to a recommendation for expulsion.  Freda Waters is the Huntsville School District Compliance Coordinator for sexual harassment cases.

Physical abuse or assault of school staff

Arkansas Code 6-18-502 requires student discipline policies to include the statement that it is against the law for anyone to “willfully and intentionally assault or threaten to assault or abuse any student, teacher, principal, superintendent, or other employee of a school system.”  Terroristic threats will result in a minimum of suspension or a maximum of a recommendation of expulsion.

Gangs and secret organizations

Gang and gang related activities are not acceptable in the school setting.  Therefore, students are prohibited from participating in any activity related to gangs while at school, while traveling to or from school, or while attending school-sponsored events.

In accord with Arkansas Code Annotated 6-18-605, it shall be the duty of the school district to suspend or expel from the Huntsville Public Schools any student who shall:

1. Be or remain a member, promise to join, become a member, or solicit other persons to join, promise to join, or pledge to become a member of any prohibited secret society or organization.

2. Wear or display any insignia for purposes of identification with any such secret society or organization while in and/or 

attending the Huntsville Public Schools.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR

ACTS OF STUDENT VIOLENCE

If a principal or designee has reason to believe that an incident has occurred that satisfies the provisions of the rules and regulations set forth in Arkansas Code 1-17-113, the incident or threat must be reported to the superintendent and the appropriate local law enforcement agency. 
 Because a purposeful and knowing mental state is required of the person committing an act of violence, various factors should be considered.  These should include, but not be limited to:  the age of the person, developmental level of the person, past disciplinary problems, if any.

Behavior is considered a threat if a reasonable person would believe the actor could and would carry out the threatened behavior, and if a reasonable person would be placed in fear of his life or safety.

BEHAVIOR NOT COVERED

The handbook cannot cover all rule violations that a student may violate during the school year.  Those behaviors not covered will be dealt with by an administrative response on a case-by-case basis.

DUE PROCESS

Please be advised, in all disciplinary matters students will have the opportunity to present their version of the incident before any type of punishment is administered.

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS:

WARNING

Some minor discipline problems can be handled by a simple warning to the student.  The warning may be in oral or written form.

NOON DETENTION

Noon detention is a part of normal 7th & 8th grade classroom discipline.  It is an attempt to handle minor classroom problems. Students receive a discipline notice from the teacher, which the student is to take home for their parent to sign and return. The detention lasts for 15 minutes before lunch.  Students will eat lunch after detention. Students who do not report for detentions will be assigned double detention.  Excessive detentions may result in suspension.  

EXCESSIVE DETENTIONS

Any student receiving more than four detentions for behavioral problems will receive ISS.  Any student receiving more than six detentions for any combination of problems (not prepared for class, excessive tardies, gum chewing, and/or behavioral problems, will receive ISS.  Detentions are recalculated every nine weeks.

IN SCHOOL SUSPENSION

If a student has been assigned in school suspension, that time must be served before returning to their regular classes.  All classroom work completed in ISS and any other regular classroom work, which has been missed while the student has been in ISS, may be turned in for credit.  A student is responsible for contacting the teachers about missed work.  

A student assigned to ISS will not be allowed to participate in any extracurricular activities during the assigned ISS time.

A student receiving ISS may ride the bus to and from school unless they are causing trouble on the bus.

The student is to report directly to the ISS room and not to their regular school building.

OUT OF SCHOOL SUSPENSION

A student may be suspended from school for a maximum of ten (10) days for each offense.  If a student is to be suspended, the principal or his designee will contact the parent or guardian explaining the reason for the suspension and the duration of the suspension.  Unless the punishment for an offense otherwise states, suspension will be used only after the in-school suspension option has been used.  Students may not make up missed assignments for time missed during out of school suspension.

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

Corporal punishment may be used as a disciplinary option as authorized by the School Disciplinary Act, Ark.6-18-505.  If a parent or guardian of a student does not want corporal punishment used as a disciplinary option it must be requested in writing.    If requested in writing by the parent/guardian, a student may receive a suspension in lieu of swats on a one-for-one basis.  For example, one swat equals a one-day suspension (see  policy on suspensions).

Corporal punishment will be administered only for cause, be reasonable, and follow warnings that the misbehavior will not be tolerated.  Only a certified employee of the school district will administer it, and it will be administered only in the presence of a certified teacher or school administrator.  The student will be advised in the presence of the witness of the reason for the punishment.  It will not be administered in the spirit of malice or anger, nor will it be forcibly administered or be excessive.  The employee administering the corporal punishment shall prepare a written report stating the reasons for punishment and the name of the witness, and shall submit a copy to the principal’s office.  
EXPULSION

The principal or designee may recommend that a student be expelled from school.  The recommendation shall be presented in writing to the superintendent and shall include a summary of the charge(s) against the student.  The superintendent shall, at his discretion, present the matter to the board of education.  Expulsion can only be determined by the board of education.  At the hearing, the student may represent himself/herself or may select a representative to present his/her version of the incident in question.  If a student has committed an act resulting in a recommendation for expulsion, the expulsion process will continue regardless of the active or inactive status of the student.

STUDENTS EXPELLED IN A FORMER DISTRICT

Prior to a child’s admission to a Huntsville School, the parent/guardian or other responsible person shall indicate on the school’s registration form whether the child has been expelled from school in any other school district or is a party to an expulsion proceeding.  Any student who is currently under an order of expulsion or suspension from the last school district he/she attended, may not enroll in the Huntsville schools until the time the student’s expulsion or suspension order has expired or after a hearing before the Huntsville Board of Education.

ADDITIONAL BOARD POLICY RELATED TO STUDENTS IS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL OFFICE AND MAY BE REVIEWED UPON REQUEST.

Student Internet Use Agreement
Student’s Name (Please Print)_______________________________________ Grade Level__________
School_________________________________________________________ __Date____________
The Huntsville School District agrees to allow the student identified above (“Student”) to use the district’s technology to access the Internet under the following terms and conditions:
1. Conditional Privilege: The Student’s use of the district’s access to the Internet is a privilege conditioned on the Student’s abiding to this agreement. No student may use the district’s access to the Internet unless the Student and his/her parent or guardian have read and signed this agreement.
2. Acceptable Use: The Student agrees that he/she will use the District’s Internet access for educational purposes only.  In using the Internet, the Student agrees to obey all federal and state laws and regulations. The Student also agrees to abide by any Internet use rules instituted at the Student’s school or class, whether those rules are written or oral.
3. Penalties for Improper Use: If the Student violates this agreement and misuses the Internet, the Student shall be subject to disciplinary action.  
4. “Misuse of the District’s access to the Internet” includes, but is not limited to, the following:
a. using the Internet for other than educational purposes;
b. gaining intentional access or maintaining access to materials which are “harmful to minors” as defined by Arkansas law;
c. using the Internet for any illegal activity, including computer hacking and copyright or intellectual property law violations;
d. making unauthorized copies of computer software;
e. accessing “chat lines” unless authorized by the instructor for a class activity directly supervised by a staff member;
f. using abusive or profane language in private messages on the system; or using the system to harass, insult, or verbally attack others;
g. posting anonymous messages on the system;
h. using encryption software;
i. wasteful use of limited resources provided by the school including paper;
j. causing congestion of the network through lengthy downloads of files;
k. vandalizing data of another user;
l. obtaining or sending information which could be used to make destructive devices such as guns, weapons, bombs, explosives, or fireworks;
m. gaining or attempting to gain unauthorized access to resources or files;
n. identifying oneself with another person’s name or password or using an account  or password of another user without proper authorization;
o. invading the privacy of individuals;
p. divulging personally identifying information about himself/herself or anyone else either on the Internet or in an email. Personally identifying information includes full names, address, and phone number.
q. using the network for financial or commercial gain without district permission;
r. theft or vandalism of data, equipment, or intellectual property;
s. attempting to gain access or gaining access to student records, grades, or files;
t. introducing a virus to, or otherwise improperly tampering with the system;
u. degrading or disrupting equipment or system performance;
v. creating a web page or associating a web page with the school or school district without proper authorization;
w. providing access to the District’s Internet Access to unauthorized individuals;
x. failing to obey school or classroom Internet use rules; or
y. taking part in any activity related to Internet use which creates a clear and present danger of the substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the district or any of its schools.
5. Liability for debts: Students and their cosigners shall be liable for any and all costs (debts) incurred through the student’s use of the computers or the Internet including penalties for copyright violations.
6. No Expectation of Privacy: The Student and parent/guardian signing below agree that if the Student uses the Internet through the District’s access, that the Student waives any right to privacy the Student may have for such use. The Student and the parent/guardian agree that the district may monitor the Student’s use of the District’s Internet Access and may also examine all system activities the Student participates in, including but not limited to e-mail, voice, and video transmissions, to ensure proper use of the system. The District may share such transmissions with the Student’s parents/guardians.
7. No Guarantees: The District will make good faith efforts to protect children from improper or harmful matter which may be on the Internet. At the same time, in signing this agreement, the parent and Student recognize that the District makes no guarantees about preventing improper access to such materials on the part of the Student.
8. Signatures: We, the persons who have signed below, have read this agreement and agree to be bound by the terms and conditions of this agreement.
Student’s Signature: _______________________________________________Date _____________
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature: _____________________________________Date__________
OBJECTION TO PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS OR SCREENINGS
I, the undersigned, being a parent or guardian of a student, or a student eighteen (18) years of age or older, hereby note my objection to the physical examination or screening of the student named below.

Physical examination or screening being objected to:

____ Vision test

____ Hearing test

____ Scoliosis test

____ Other, please specify __________________________________________________________________

 Non-emergency, invasive physical examination as defined in Policy 4.41

Comments:
______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________

Name of student (Printed)

_________________________________________

Signature of parent (or student, if 18 or older)

______________________________________

Date form was filed (To be filled in by office personnel)
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HUNTSVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL ADVISORY TEAM

All of our student discipline policies were developed through the commitment, cooperation and involvement of the school’s administrators, teachers, students, parents and counselors. The Advisory Team was created to annually review all student policies to ensure that they are consistent with state and federal law and Department of Education guidelines.  The policies describe the school’s expectations of student conduct and specify consequences of violating the rules.  The Huntsville Middle School Advisory Team members are Edwynn Martin, Middle School Principal; Phil Underwood, parent;  Leslie Otis, parent, Andrew Moffett, student, Susan Gurley, teacher, Tom McCollough, teacher, Tyler Trumbo, teacher, Trisha Fuller, teacher.  
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